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Introduction

In 1992, presidential hopeful William Jefferson Clinton, in what Warren
Christopher called the toughest foreign policy rhetoric of the campaign, criticized then President Bush for failing to tie China's Most Favored Nation (MFN) status to its human rights record. 1 In 1994, despite its poor progress in human rights issues, President
Clinton announced his intention to support continuation of China's MFN status. This paper examines this sea change in the Clinton presidency. It studies why this potential superpower rival was awarded MFN status despite legitimate concerns and President
Clinton's best intentions to the contrary. It also critiques the "Governmental Politics"
model with respect to this decision and finally, proposes a new decision process model to evaluate economic, political and contextual influences on government decisions.
MFN Status and the MFN Status Approval Process Defined
MFN status is a trade relationship that sets tariff rates on products entering the 
The Governmental Politics Model
There are a number of models that attempt to explain organizational decisions. At end, significant influences and their complex interactions were identified, evaluated and modeled but the exact reasons for this policy change cannot be precisely determined. This case may however, reveal more about the perplexing nature of the interagency foreign policy process, the difficulty of the elected implementing what the candidate championed and the likelihood that this policy will continue than the differences between Candidate Clinton and President Clinton on this issue.
Complex Interactions -Why President Clinton Dropped Human Rights Conditions From
The Criteria For China's Most Favored Nation Status
